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Program overview


2011 Illawarra & South coast Youth Services Conference 

	DAY ONE WEDNESDAY 9 /11/2011

	
	KEY NOTE AND WORKSHOPS

	9.30-10.40
	KEYNOTE ADDRESS – 

“How to navigate the technological highway and finding its place in youth work?
Social networking emerging trends aimed at improving communication and improved outcomes for y/p. Challenges for services.
Keynote speaker : Peter Slattery 

Peter Slattery holds a BA Social Science and a MA Psychology and has worked as a presenter and facilitator with individuals, families and communities for 30 years. Currently, he works freelance in many nations across the world including Australia, Aotearoa New Zealand, Canada and East Timor. He continues to find creative ways of helping people look at what concerns them in their lives, their dreams and in their fears. Among the many resources he has published is ‘Youth works. A very practical book about working with young people’ which is used both in Australia and overseas, and most recently a DVD called ‘Conversations with young people’. Peter’s passion is to find or develop new, exciting and ever more useful ways of helping people explore what troubles or inspires them. He draws on theatre, storytelling, drawing, humour and indeed anything at all that might help in this process.

 

	10.40- 1100
	Morning tea

	MORNING GROUP SESSION



	11.00 – 12.00
	Workshop overview: Riding the waves of youth work: How not to wipe out

How to keep the passion for work and y/ people while being challenged by everyday accountabilities such as data collection and results based accountability.

Research shows that the personality of the helper is just as important in achieving positive results for young people as the level of skill the worker brings to the relationship. In this workshop experience and research will be utilised to discuss what personal attributes make an effective youth worker and how we as workers can develop these attributes to increase our own effectiveness in our work with young people.

Facilitator:  Shona smith Sykes and Smith Consulting Services.
Shona Smith has worked as a Youth Worker both in Australia and overseas for over 20 years. She has an Associate Diploma in Youth Work, a B.A in Sociology and a Certificate IV Training and Assessment. She is currently undertaking a Master of Adult Education. Shona has specialised in the areas of case management, homelessness, teen pregnancy and unemployment training.  She teaches in the Community Services Division at TAFE NSW and also has a consultancy partnership that specialise in providing evaluation services and training for community organisations. She has a passion and excitement for seeing youth workers improve their own personal and communication skills to enable them to work more effectively with both marginalised and vulnerable young people.


	12.00- 1pm
	LUNCH

	MORNING WORKSHOPS


	1-2.30pm
	Workshop overview

How to get the most out of a quick chat!!

The accidental counsellor  in youth work;  how can we be as useful and productive                              as possible in our informal chats with  young people, even if we have little time and we are in less than ideal conditions

Facilitator:
Peter Slattery

	1-2.30pm
	Workshop overview: Graf culture: Vandalism or art?
Overview graffiti culture and what makes graffiti artists and taggers think
Facilitators: Josh Wiffen 
Joshua Wiffen has a BCA from the University of Wollongong and a Post Grad Certificate in Public Art through RMIT. His knowledge and skills comes from his extensive on the job training and experience.  Josh has ten years experience in the community services sector working as a Community Cultural Development and Arts worker, tutor, program designer,  facilitator and  youth worker with a variety of councils and NGO's. Josh is currently working as a Youth Development Worker for Shellharbour Youth Services, with Shellharbour City Council (SCC). He has worked for SCC for approximately seven years. Josh is passionate about all aspects of the arts and their relationship to youth issues and committed to building community and inclusiveness.



	1-2.30pm
	Workshop overview : “Demystifying Sexuality and Gender within culture – Broadening community understanding”
Facilitator:
Chadwick Spinazza ACON

"Who is Chadwick Spinazza? Well let’s get one thing ‘straight’, he’s not. That’s right; Chadwick is a self identified Queer cis-male, who has a strong commitment to his community and seeks to make a difference through inspiring others to leave a positive mark on society. Moving to Canberra at 17 from a youth refuge in Sydney, Chadwick built on his knowledge to obtain Certificate 4 in Youth Services Work and Certificate 4 in Community Services Work. During this time Chadwick has helped develop programs and projects throughout ACT and regional NSW that assist young people in making healthy and informed life decisions.   He is currently continuing to learn and develop at University of Wollongong where he hopes to further his interests in Sociology and Gender studies
Now calling Wollongong home, he works as a Community Health Promotion Officer with ACON’s Southern Region. While working primarily with young GLBT people and those exploring their sexual and gender identity, he also runs a school aged youth group, Q to Q, every fortnight. Part of his role is to conducts challenging homophobia workshops in high schools as part of the Department of Education and Training's Crossroads program. Chad works in close partnerships with other youth services in the Illawarra to support and advocate for young GLBT youth across the region. 



	2.30 – 2.45
	Afternoon tea

	AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS



	2.45 – 4.15 PM 
	Workshop overview

How to run a group that young people want to come to and keep coming back to
Essentials for  running and maintaining interest in groups including developing youth friendly spaces.
Facilitator: Peter Slattery


	2.45 – 4.15 PM
	Workshop overview

African culture: Improved understanding equals improved working
Overview of cultural differences between groups. What is essential in working in a culturally sensitive way with this target group.
Facilitator: Beatrice Murekatete- Youth Settlement Service Worker
Illawarra Multicultural Services Inc

Beatrice was born and raised in East Africa, migrating to Australia in 2005. Beatrice has an extensive history in working with Refugees both in Australia and overseas. In 2008 she achieved a Bachelor degree from Wollongong University with majors in Psychology and Sociology.


	2.45 – 4.15 PM
	Workshop overview

Grief, Loss, violence: Impact on early brain development

How to work with client experience of grief, loss or trauma ( DV) related
Facilitator:
Bronwyn Seaborn, Psychologist, UOW
No BIO forwarded 

	DAY 2 – THURSDAY 10/11/2011

	9.30-11.00 
	KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Community Services: How far have we come, what does the future hold”

Brief overview of community services history – Bridging the gaps to better outcomes. How can we use  lobbying to get what you want overview the  Equal Pay case update
Facilitator:
Helen Backhouse Southern Youth & Family Services 

Helen currently works for Southern Youth & family Services in Wollongong.  She has worked in the community services industry for 27 years and for 18 years was the Executive Officer of the Illawarra Forum Inc, the Illawarra region’s peak organisation for the non-government community services sector.  Helen has also worked in the fields of sexual assault counseling, family services, community development and services for older people and people with disabilities. Helen has a Master of Social Work and certificates in Training and Assessment and Social Planning.   Through her involvement in the Illawarra Forum, Helen facilitates cross-sector planning, organisational development with managing committees, training for NGOs and undertakes advocacy work on social justice issues. Helen is interested in the role of the community services industry in the regional economy, the promotion of social inclusion and social justice and the sustainability of the region’s community services infrastructure.


	11.00- 11. 30
	Morning tea

	MORNING WORKSHOPS

	11.30- 1 pm
	Workshop overview : “steroids” and boys : Impacts for practice
Focus of workshop is working with Steroid users and includes an overview of steroid use. Current trends, Who presents at first Step for equipment, what are user needs.  What support and referrals pathways are available. 
Facilitators: Cornelia Graf HEO & Geza Belley HEO - First Step program SESIAHS

Cornelia  Graf:  has a masters Degree in Education and Social science. She has over 4 years experience working in the Alcohol and other Drug field and has also worked in far North Queensland as a Youth worker. She joined the first Step program in Feb 2011.  

Geza Belley: completed a Cert IV In Drug and Alcohol work in 2004. A bricklayer by trade, Geza moved into the HIV/ AIDS field in 2000. He has worked in the First Step program for over 10 years.


	11.30- 1 pm
	Workshop overview: Exploring Indigenous culture; Mapping experiences
Cross cultural training to give workers a deeper understanding of how best to meet the ‘Cultural needs of Aboriginal people, especially those affected by past histories of assimilation and Government Policies. This workshop aims to give workers improved insight and knowledge to improve engagement with Aboriginal and Non Aboriginal services in a Culturally appropriate manner. 

Facilitators: Sylvia Campbell and Adam Brady
Illawarra Aboriginal Corporation – Myimbarr Child Youth and Families Services
Sylvia Campbell – has a BA in Adult Education and has been a casual TAFE teacher for 10-15 years teaching in the Drug and alcohol qualifications. Sylvia is currently the Aboriginal HAP youth worker at Myimbarr Child and Family support Services. Sylvia has an extensive work history in youth work and the AOD field having worked as a Female Substance Misuse worker with the NSW Aboriginal Holistic Healing Regional Service  and as a Aboriginal Education Officer at  Illawarra Sports High School. Sylvias extensive experience also includes working with the local Aboriginal and Non aboriginal communities from the Illawarra and South Coast region including being a Guest Lecturer at UOW and the “Creating Synergy Conference" in 2005. Sylvia  has been delivering Cultural Awareness programs for many years and has been a Trainer with Jobs Australia since 2006 

Adam Brady currently works as Youth Support Worker at Myimbarr. Adam has worked over  10 years in the community services sector in various roles such as a Post Release Support Worker in Juvenile Justice Office, Juvenile Justice Mentor in addition to  Fisheries Consultant and holding other community positions in both a paid and volunteer capacity. Adam is also qualified commercial pilot and is passionate about fisheries, his Community and the country he lives on.


	11.30- 1 pm
	Workshop overview “ThinkUknow” Pitfalls, Promises and Privacy: social networking explored

Risk and Benefits of social networking and social media, mobiles and other applications. Strategies to promote the safe and responsible use of technology with particular focus on cyber bullying and sexting. The workshop looks at Social networking emerging trends and explores the challenges for services
Facilitator:
Melissa Sevil

Project Officer – Crime Prevention

High Tech Crime Operations

Australian Federal Police (AFP) – ThinkUKnow
Melissa obtained her degree in Criminology from the University of New South Wales in 2007 and has worked in the AFP’s High Tech Crime Operations since 2008.  She is the project manager for the ThinkUKnow Australia initiative which was piloted in 2009 and launched nationally in 2010. This initiative is a partnership between the AFP and Microsoft and is proudly supported by ninemsn.Melissa is also involved with the development and delivery of internet safety and security resources and presentations to school students, parents, community groups, sporting and other organisations.  She has also presented at a number of conferences on the importance of promoting the safe and responsible use of technology.



	1-2pm 
	LUNCH Winners of Network Trivia to be announced 

	AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS

	2 – 3.30 PM 
	Workshop overview “ThinkUknow” Pitfalls, Promises and Privacy: social networking explored (REPEAT WORKSHOP from morning session) 
Risk and Benefits of social networking and social media, mobiles and other applications. Strategies to promote the safe and responsible use of technology with particular focus on cyber bullying and sexting. The workshop looks at Social networking emerging trends and explores the challenges for services
Facilitator:
Melissa Sevil

Project Officer – Crime Prevention

High Tech Crime Operations

Australian Federal Police (AFP) – ThinkUKnow


	2 – 3.30 PM
	Workshop overview Effective ways to engage parents

Outlining strategies to engage parents in the helping relationship with a young person. How can we utilise or neutralise parents in the helping process.
Facilitator:
Danny Peters & Lauren Gallina SYFS


	2 – 3.30 PM
	Workshop overview: “Navigating the health system”: reduce the risk of clients falling through the cracks 

This workshop will assist staff in the youth work field with understanding and navigating the options for drug and alcohol treatment with young people.  At the conclusion of this workshop participants will have a clear understanding of the differences between counselling, detox and rehab services and the roles of each.  This workshop will assist youth workers to explain treatment services to young people and to direct them to services appropriate to their needs.  The workshop will also clarify referral pathways to services and ways that youth workers can help to motivate their clients to address their drug and alcohol use issues.

Facilitators: Psychologist s David St Quintin & Melinda Murray Scherf 
Wollongong Youth Drug & Alcohol Service (Y-DAS)

[previously the Drug & Alcohol Community Youth Team {DACYT}]
David is a registered psychologist who has worked with the Youth Drug and Alcohol Service (Y-DAS) since 2005. He sees clients for one-to-one assessment and counselling and is involved in community outreach to groups.  David runs a Y-DAS outreach clinic on Thursdays from CHAIN. David has worked previously in Community Mental Health and retains an interest in working with dual-diagnosis (mental health + drug and alcohol) clients.  David has recently submitted his PhD thesis in clinical psychology which examined the effects of psychosocial context on feelings of hopelessness in young people.  

Melinda is a registered psychologist who works with youth.  Her area of interests are parents and their children.  She works in partnership with Barnardos to run a 9 week Parenting Programme for parents who have had issues with substances.  She enjoys the opportunity to talk to young people where they are, be it youth centres or schools.  She is interested in giving young people information about drugs and alternative ways of coping with the issues in their lives.
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